NORTH     P O L K

intermediate cleansing processes in the forging of that final
phalanx. Marx's assertion that the history of mankind will
only start after that of class struggles is ended has become a
religion. It is little discussed nowadays. But this dogma
underlies all the optimism with which they tackle the
problem of building up their country.

Sadkov fetched some tins of salmon in tomato sauce from
the depth of his cockpit. He opened them with his knife
and served breakfast.

'How long will the fog last?3 I asked, judging the size of
his provisions anxiously in relation to the number of
passengers.

'Half an hour, half a day, half a week/ he replied.

'And . . .?'   1 pointed to his tin provisions.

He grinned and showed me a collapsible fishing-rod and
a small net which he had tucked away in his suitcase.

'There are hundreds of breakfasts and dinners swimming
around down there in the water. Don't worry.5

'And how do you manage in winter time?'

'Winter flying is a different thing, and we have only just
completed our experiments. We have constructed heating
equipment that keeps up a good temperature in the cabin.
Radiators circulate air round the walls, which is previously
warmed up by the heat of the exhaustion gases, We have
also experimented with different methods to reduce the
clanger of ice formation on wings and propeller, seeking
means of heating the surface of the 'plane electrically, and
also testing the new American method of using continuously
inflating and deflating rubber tubes to prevent ice forming
on the rigid parts of the 'plane. We shall also have more
fuel on board and a larger food reserve. But this question
which seems to concern you most, Petr Albertovitch, is
really the least. The Arctic is well populated with animals
even in the winter. We can hack a hole in the ice and get
fish, or shoot hare and wild reindeer.'

At that moment, sitting on the board cover of the 'plane
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